Rhythm L essons

L ets have fun with rhythms. A “chord” in music terms means a group
of notes that are played together. We will learn more about the theory
of chordsin later classes, but for now we are going to learn how to
play C chord, F chord and G chords. Playing chordsisfun and easy,
plusit helps strengthen and forming the hand to the keyboard.

In the next exercise, use your right hand. Use the little finger, the middie
finger and the thumb. In the picture below, the fingersyou will use are
numbered. Remember your orientation lesson on fingering.
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In the next exercises you will be using the thumb, the 3 finger and the
5 finger. When playing every other note

use every other finger. Use this fingering unless the music

specifies different fingering.
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Rhythm L essons

With your right hand play C, E and G together.

When playing notes together (or at the same time) it isimportant
that al notes sound at the sametime. This hasto be practiced,
for some of our fingers are so weak that they play after the beat.
This sounds like anote is played singly.
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4 At the Piano

1. With the right hand play C, E, and G together. Practice this
several times so the fingers play all three notes at the same time.

2. With the left hand play C, E and G together, until it becomes
easy and the notes are sounded at the same time.
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Rhythm L essons

Learning Chords
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See how the notes are lined up verticle? When notes are
layered verticle they are to be played together.
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Whole notes are
held for 4 beats
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Half notesare
held for 2 beats
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Rhythm L essons
C Chord Right Hand

The notes C, E and G form C Chord
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At the Piano
1. Play each measure without stopping from start to finish.

2. Count the beats out loud while playing.
3. Fingering: Use thumb, 3 and 5 fingers only.
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Beginning
Compositions Fun on C Chord

1 2 3 4 1 23 4 1 2 53

0
[Ny

)
o}
w

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3

& &

3 4 1 2 3 4 1

\J

Learn measure 1 and 2 and you have learned measures,
1, 3, 12 and 14. Measures 9 and 16 are the same.

1. Place the right hand thumb on middle C, 3 on E and the 5 on G.
2. Ais our new note. To play A, leave your thumb on C and play
A with the 5 finger. If G follows A in your music, play G with the
4 finger. Use the correct fingering as marked on your music.
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