
Beginning Blues Class

Motivic Development
            

Motivic Development using the Blues Scale.

This is where your creativity comes into play.

By Combining notes of the chord with notes
of the blues scale, we create a simple idea
and play it with our 12 bar blues or add
this idea as an improv to a song.



This is a formula on developing blues scales. Major scales are the foundation to
music, so start with the major scale and alter its tones to form the blues scale.  

1 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th

1 2nd 3rd 4th 4th 5th
6th 7th 8th

 
1. Keep the 1
2. Delete the 2nd

3. Lower the 3rd (½ step)
4. Keep the 4th
5. Add a raised 4th
    (raise ½ step)
    

6.  Keep the 5th
7.  Delete the 6th
8.  Lower the 7th
     (raise ½ step)

Blues Scale Formula: 

C Blues Scale 

Keep Keep Keep Keep   Add 
4th raised

Delete DeleteLower
3rd

Lower
 7th

A + symbol next to the number means to always raise ½ step
A - symbol next to the number means to always lower ½ step

1           3-           4          4 +       5          7-           8
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Write a simple improv combining the Blues
Scale with the Chord.

For this lesson we will make it simple and use
the Eb off the blues scale and add it to the
chord as a grace note, or play it as a single note
for form a motivic idea.
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  with motivic ideas
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Saints go Marching In
Blues Class
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